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s, under its ecstatic influence, one is made oblivious to ugly
. But there is a trick, a cruel monstrous trick, a deadly flim-
jaiting its naive, youthful victim, for as the illusionary beauty
yeroin-induced high begins to vanish, correspondingly, the tem-
immunity from reality attained under its chemical trance van-
The reality that the pathetic victim sought so desperately to
once agairi descends upon and re-engulfs him. The rancid stench
e-soaked tenement dungeons begins to assail his nostrils. Those
ries of anguish seem to blend with the wailing sirens of pig-police
le hears them now, very loud and very clear—in stereophonic
And that garbage that flows over onto the streets from uncol-
trash cans is felt.underfoot . . . Whatever he must do for a ‘shot™
do, he must do, for he is a slave to the plague.
—Michael Tabor, ex-junkie, now a
member of the Black Panther Party

Vhen you're a junkie you've got to look out for yourself and only
olf, cause no one else is going to look out for you. So you are
wtly trying to fuck people and people are constantly trying to
rou. In a way that’s how the system works; people fuck over eac
Instead of trying to help your neighbor, you're just trying to

rourself.
—A junkie in Rising Up Angry
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THE GREAT MEDICAL WONDER.
There is no Sore it will Not Heal, No Pain it will not Subdue.
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ADDICTION
IN AMERICA

ican problem for nearly as long as our nation has existed.

In the nineteenth century, before their addictive power
was recognized, narcotics—usually morphine—were frequently pre-
scribed by doctors as pain-relievers. Patent medicines, sold every-
where off peddlers® wagons and over pharmacy counters, often had
a narcotic content of 5 to 10 per cent. Through such wonder-work-
ing remedies as Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup, Dr. Cole’s Catarrh
Cure, and Perkins’ Diarrhea Mixture, enormous amounts of opium,
morphine, codeine and other drugs were spooned into children as
well as adults. With the development of the hypodermic needle in
the 1840’s, addiction rates soared.

Durige the Civil War morphine was freely applied as a battle-
field pain-killer. By the end of the war more than 45,000 veterans
were suffering from “soldiers’ sickness”, as addiction was called. Es
timates of addiction ran as high as 4 per cent of the population—a

rate that would give us more than 8 million junkies in today’s popu-
lation!

! DDICTION TO OPIUM and its derivatives has been an Amer-

Origin of Heroin

It was not until the 1890’s that doctors and authorities clearly
recognized the dangers of narcotics addiction. Then withdrawal cli-
nics began to spring up all over the country, Articles and books ex-
posing the horrors of addiction rolled off the presses. In 1898 med-
ical scientists came up with what they thought to be a non-addictive
cure: heroin. Derived from morphine, heroin quickly replaced the
other opiates in most cough medicines and tonics. The addictive
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Jature of the new drag was not noticed in scientific circles until 1910,

vhen tens of thousands of people had already been consuming it
reely for years! '

OPIUM CONSUMPTION IN
NINETEENTH-CENTURY AMERICA

The consumption of opiates increased enormously, far outdistanc-
ing the growth of population, during the last half of the nineteenth
century. Since there was relatively little illicit traffic, the following
figures on the importation of opiates give a fairly accurate picture
of the enormous increase in consumption of this drug during the

' last four decades of the last century:

Opium Opium Alkaloids

Decades {in pounds) {in ounces)
1860-69 110,305 588
1870-79 192,602 2,296
1880-89 328,392 20,212
1890-99 1 513,070 20,193

The Harrison Narcotics Act, passed in Washington in 1914,
drove the narcotics trade underground. The law was designed to
bring addiction under control by strictly limiting and taxing the pro-
duction and distribution of drugs. Unfortunately, Congress dropped
from the bill all provisions for the treatment of addicts. Hundreds
of thousands of people—most of them ordinary citizens with jobs,
families and no criminal records—faced the prospect of enormously
painful and usually ineffective “cold-turkey” withdrawals. At first
doctors, hospitals, and clinics tried to ease the problem by prescribing
drugs in decreasing doses, making gradual withdrawal possible. But
the Federal government and the courts chose to interpret the Narco-
tics Act in the sirictest possible way. f
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G-Men Rpid Clinics

Government agents began raiding clinics and shutting them down.
Thirty thousand doctors were prosecuted and 3,300 actually jailed
for continuing to prescribe narcotics for their addicted patients. The
few doctors and public officials who demanded a more humane pol-
icy were ignored. By 1924 nearly all the clinics were closed, and
scarcely any doctors were still willing to risk disgrace and prosecution
for prescribing narcotics. : '

- Thanks to the federal government, addicts were left with nowhere
to turn but to the newly-flourishing illegal market in drugs. With mil-
lions of Americans desperate for a fix and willing pay almost anything
to avoid the suffering of withdrawal, underworld syndicates quickly
moved in to meet the demand. As prices soared, addicts were forced
to turn fo crime to support their habits—women often took up pros-
titution, men stealing. The drug traffic thrived especially in the new
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ttoes of northern cities. The police, who at least made pushing
scult in most white areas, blinked at the drug traffic when its
y victims were black.

eeping It Under the Rug

A

The Harrison Act certainly did not eliminate addiction; but it

succeed in pushing the problem out of the sight of politicians
1 most of the public. Addiction ceased to be regarded as a major
slic issue. But the problem continued to fester. Heroin spread
ough the ghettoes, especially after World War II. The new immi-
nts from Puerto Rico joined black people ‘as the special victims of

heroin plague. And the underworld continued to make enormous
fits off of the trade.

In the late 1950 and the 1960, junk spread again into the
ite population. Young white people whose schools were like jails,
5 couldn’t find decent jobs, who were hassled constantly by cops,
shers and parents, turned to dope for the same basic reason black
ple did, to escape from the frustrations of daily life. By the late
10’s the chickens were really coming home to roost. The rich and
verful men who had cheerfully tolerated smack in the ghetto found
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their own sons and daughters shooting up. And off in Indochina the
army that was supposed to be defending their empire ended up
strung out, too.

Law Enforcement?

. THE SPREAD of heroin into upper-middle class white neighbor-
hoods has as everyone knows produced a termendous outery. The
newspapers are again full of horrifying junk stories. President Nixon
has launched another war, he says, this
one on drug addiction, Every day brings
new raids and seizures of smuggled
smack. Posters and radio spots every-
where warn young people to stay off
drugs. And in Vietnam the military
announces some new anti-drug program
nearly every day. :

But the heroin plague continues
to spread, with smack flowing in the
ghetto and moving rapidly across white
neighborhoods. And by now more than
one Gl in ten in Vietnam is addicted.
Why no progress?

Part of the answer is that the heroin

traffic would be difficult to stop no mat-
ter how hard the government tried.

The Opium Poppy

The white poppy that is the source
of opium is grown in many parts of the
world. When there is a crackdown in
one area, importers simply find new
producers. In the 1950’s when the pop-
py was eliminated from Iran (until then

hel Renard/MIcro—Pix, In I.

one "f:uf tl:xle main sources of supply), pro- An oriental poppy, whose
duction in Turkey, Afghanastan and Pak-  8reen pods are tapped for
istan increased to take up the slack. a milky fluid which, after

Now that the heat is increasing on the drying, is pure opium,
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r-Marseilles-New York route, more and more of the smack sold
streets here—perhaps as much as 25 per cent—is coming from
ast Asia. _ - :

efining opium down to heroin requires only simple equipment
sic training in chemistry. Heroin itself is usually so highly con-
ted that it is easy to smuggle in huge quantities. Yederal nar-
officials admit that they are still catching only a small percen- '
f the heroin being imported (New York Times, July 13, 1971).
rofits are so enormous that, no matter how great the risks,

are always people willing to take their chances at setting up
etworks of supply and distribution. '

t Effort?

Vet if the authorities were indeed making the all-out efforts to
he heroin traffic that they claim they are, they would at least
king life much harder for the big operators who are making
1es off of junk, and they could probably slow down its spread.
t, however, most official effort is half-hearted. Internationally,
.S. government hesitates to pat too much pressure on foreign
aments to cut off the drug traffic. The reason is fundamental.
st of the opium-producing countries, the U.S. depends on the
corrupt generals and businessmen who profit from the opum
The U.S. can’t afford to throw these regimes out or offend
too much because they are all that prevents popular revolution-
yovements from taking power and kicking out American busi-
s and military bases. The CIA, instead of tracking down and
ing up the international heroin nstwork, spends most of its time
yur tax dollars propping up these right-wing governments.
Stepped-up enforcement campaigns in South Vietnam have re-
d even more publicity than those at home. But after more than

ionths of official efort the only result scems to be that more of

eroin traffic has shifted from civilian to military flights. Wher-

a GI goes in South Vietnam, according to reporters on the scene,
still offered heroin almost constantly, The price 1s the best mea-

of a drug’s availability and the price of heroin has not gone up
ny since the so-called “crackdown” began. :
Here at home, the Narcotics Bureau is the smallest of all the
-al law enforcement agencies, with only 2 per cernt of federal

e personnel, and they waste half of their time worrying about
_and acid. You might expect our super-cops, the FBI, to help
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out by concentrating their energies on busting heroin suppliers. But

~ in their eyes, drugs seem to be only a minor problem. When the

Citizens’ Commission to Investigate the FBI libera i '
the Bureau’s Media, Pa. office, ;g.hey found that ;nil:;dlﬂ::arfﬁitf roofm
the FBI's caseload there concerned crime! More than half of the
docur.nents dealt with draft resistance, AWOL GI’s, and above all the
surveillance and infiltration of the peace movement, the black Tibera-
tion movement, and other progressive political groups. It seems that
%g.' -Et(lllg;t)r Hoover would rather have his men listening to speeches at
; ::om tgdslhes :than have them putting away the men behind the

LOcal Police

On the local level, cops—even narcs—are notoriously ineffective
at getting to heroin suppliers. Part of the problem is legal and pro-
cedural. .Possesslop of narcotics is just as much a crime as is sup ly-
ing, and in most cities narcotics agents are rewarded on the hasigpo¥
the number of arrests they make. Any cop can pick up hundreds of
junkies nodding on the street in the time it would take to track down
one big behind-the-scenes supplier. Recently, liberal politicians and
newspapers have been calling on “‘law-enforcement officials” to con-
cenl‘t'lrate on getting the pushers. But this isn’t much better: most
%115 ers are just junkies trying to support their habits without stealing.

e real villains are the businessmen and mobsters who rake off the
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rofits without even touching the dope. Until the cops dare to go
fter them, they’ll never have a chance of stopping smack.

orruption

Corruption is an even bigger problem. Every experienced big-
ity junkie is full of stories of cops on the take. Many narcs are
nown to be pushers on the side. Vinnie Teresa, the ex-Mafioso
'ho’s been testifying before Congress, revealed that the mob regu-
uly buys off local police officials, judges, and politicians, The pro-
ts from heroin are so huge that big dealers can easily afford sub-
rantial investments to protect themselves.

The men who run this country might once have tried to plead
morance about the extent of the heroin trade, but not now—not
[ter all the publicity of the last few years. Yet, although law en-
orcement efforts might be tightening somewhat, there’s been no real
hange. The scag continues to flow, and there’s no sign of the kind
f crash program to stop heroin that they made to build the A-bomb
r send men to the moon or keep the NLF out of Saigon. Why not?

rofits From Heroin

Profit is a big part of the answer, Heroin, in fact, may be the
05t profitable business in America today. A kilo of opium (2.2
s.) costing $6,000 from an importer can turn a profit of $200,000
> $300,000 on the street in a week. Business Week consgrvatively
stimates that the world opium market is worth a cool $3 billion.
t a time when the President is forced to take desperate measures to
imulate a stagnant American economy, heroin is the fastest-growing
igh-profit market available.

That’s what makes it so hard to wipe out the heroin traffic—
)0 many people up and down the line have too big a stake in main-
ining the business.  Opium merchants in the Far East, bribe-taking
ops in Harlem, and the dope financiers who control the international
ade—they all use their influence to make sure the pressure doesn’t
t too heavy. In a society like ours, where profits come before
sople, it’s damn near impossible to stop a product that makes as
uch money for as many people as heroin does. If the junkies suf-
r, that’s their tough luck.

But profits aren’t the whole answer. Even if they couldn’t make
penny off of it, the people in power would still have a lot to gain
om scag. Heroin is an escape. For black people in crowded tene-
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ments, for white kids on the street corner, for Gls forced to fight
against the people of Indochina, it’s an escape from the oppressive
existence this society offers. Heroin makes people forget about the
miserable realities of their lives and the rich and powerful who live

in luxury off of their suffering. When you’re spending half your time
in a euphoric nod and the rest in a desperate search for your next
fix, where will you get the time to fight and help make this a decent
society for everyone?

Fscape From Reality

Such is the role heroin has always played in the ghetto, where
conditions are worst and people are angriest. Now that white kids
are starting to fight back too, smack is pouring in and getting them
strung out. And in Vietnam, smack may be the only thing prevent-
ing full-scale mutiny in an army that’s sick of fighting the bosses’
war. When it comes right down to it, Washington and Wall Street
know they’d have a lot more angry people on their hands if they
couldn’t rely on smack to cool things out.

That’s not to say that the rich have to run around drugging the
rest of us against our will. As long as people are as frastrated and
miserable as so many are in this society, they’ll look for a way to .
escape. If it isn’t junk it'll be something else. The only long-term
solution is to build a new society, a society that people won’t need
to escape from.

-
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DRUGGING THE GHETTO:

THE NEW SLAVERY

12-year-old

enily in the Black colony of Harlem a 12-year ol
Bla}zic?)r;ty}u:as ‘murdered by an overdose o_f herom.h Less
than two weeks later a 15-year-old Black. gag n*fe}tf t ;
same tragic fate. During the year 1969 in New : or
City alone there were over 900 deaths resulting ‘ron;n
drug addiction. Of these, 210 were youths rgngmf e
age from 12 to 19. Of the over 900 dead, the over

ing majority were Black and Puerto Rican. e

iti inue to rise
in fatalities rose to 700. They continue i
:3)(:11;?. hgt?t suddenly irf 1970 America experienced a d{:g
crisis.”  For thirty years while drugs killed thousands o‘i poor [i};alop
in blétck and brown communities, white Ange:ma t;.lrneﬂk?\:gr e
i : 1 1 ! only w
silence and contempt. White American society on i
i 3 trike al the middle class its
“drug problem” when it began to s ekt mdric i o
There is indeed a heroiy problem among young ot
in the ghetto is overwhelmingly greater. g
pli"ovl\]rllfilsa l:-..l:lddicts.g lead haunted outlaw lives, forced into crime tQTt;lc;p
jthe next bag, .but the entire ghetto is consumed by addiction.

ommunity itself is strangled. i
: A follower of Malcolm X described how the muitl-n'{lmonfcgﬁ;ar
heroin traffic destroyed his peohple': i‘Th(ei: bl::x]: afc:lr:trgrlil;;gi Os:ll fers
the loss of its youth through physical and me ey it e

icti ! k community loses financially
result of drug addiction. The blac Wi
nly way for the junkie to exist is by s g ;
f,:lﬁ:lﬁezis }tr'romyi's the black community because he is not allowed

D URING THE FIRST SEVEN months of 1970 in Harlem

that’s how the system works, people fu
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to exist in the white community . . . The white community benefits
from drug traffic because all proceeds from any financial transaction
end up in the white economy (no black economy exists) and drug
traffic is a very lucrative business.”

Route Out of Poverty?

For some young blacks, pushing seems like the only route out
of poverty—easy work. high profits, lots of glamor, and free dope.
But most of them quickly discover that sucl% independence is only
an illusioft. In reality, they remain at the mercy of the big operators
and the police. The profiis flow out of the ghetto to pay the white
suEHIiers and the junkie vendors quickly shoot up their own earningl.

lle the Mafia has been able to use the profits it makes in crimina
activities to invest in so-called “legitimate business”, black operators

have been unable to accumulate enough capital to break the grip of
white businessmen over their communities.

But the costs of addiciton in the ghetto aren’t merely economic,
The worst of it—and the reason the white power structure has allowed

. the heroin business to thrive in the ghetto—is that smack turns its

slaves into almost helpless vegetables. It makes isolated outlaws of
those who might otherwise lead the attack against injustice in Amer-
ican society. As one addict recently wrote; “When you're a Jjunkie
you’ve got to look out for yourself and only yourscli): cause no one
else is going to look out for you. 30 you are constantly trying to
fuck people and people are constantly tr ing to fuck you. In a way
dzr over each other. Instead
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of trying to help your neighbor, yn;)u re just trying to help yourself,”
“Everything Ceases to Matter . . .”

~ Religion, promising pie in the sky after this life, once provided
for millions the illusion of escape from the despair of poverty. Now
heroin provides a similar escape. As Michael Tabor said:
The plague, poisonous, lethal white powdery substance,
sold by depraved, money-crazed beasts to Black youths
who are desperately see ing a kick, a high, a means, any-
thing that will help to make them oblivious to the squalor,
to the abject poverty, disease and degradation that engulfs
them in their daily existence,

. Initially the plague does just that. Under its sinister in-
fluence, the ghetto prison is transformed into a virtual
Black Valhalla, One becomes impervious to the rancid
stench of urine-soaked tenement dungeons, unaffected by
the piercing cries of anguish of Black folks driven to the
brinE of insanity by a sadistic social system: Unaffected
by the deafening wail of ig-police car sirens as they
tear through the streets 0% the Black Hell en route to an-
swer a 1013 call from some other pig-police who is in a
state of well-deserved distress. Unaffected by the trash cans
whose decayed disease-carryi garbage has overflowed
to fill the ghetto streets . .. Lverything ceases to matter
except heroin, the plague . .. >~ !

Faced with the daily horrors of slum life many young people
turn on tofscag, directing their anger and frustrations against them-
selves rather than outward against their oppressors. Opium is a form
of genocide in which the victim pays to be killed.




JUDY AND MARK:
WHITE KIDS AND JUNK

JUDY:

! TIRL’S different from a
[INK A GIRL’S problems are always . .
I rgiiv‘s. Girls are brgugh.l, up differently. They are taught to

be ashamed of almost everything they do. L
irst made it wi boy friend. I felt

[ mber when I first made it with my

terrihlcl:en;cdidn 't want anyone fo knowé Ilt waf tl;.e tlllnogosfgrfthad
t of life. 1 was torn liccatise to feel parl of the
E? rha(:fe r:){)oy friend. But everything that went on with us had to
e d ther spend a
i i : er

I had to be dishonest to survive. I made my mo _
lot of money on clothes. Everything had to be perfect 0(1]'1 tl'i‘eh:;::
side. Inside I felt terrible. I was also scared and ashaalmew..hs -
what I liked about drugs. They made me feel like there ) ! asmg
wrong, Just like the other kids. By the time I was sixteen hw :
doing a lot of speed and LSD. A year later I started doing el:om.

1 was lucky that I didn’t have to be a prostitute or ??ytilmi Sl
like that. Mostly I let people use my apartment to get od 1 Itlhl;air
they would give‘rnc some drugs. Most girls are controlled by .
addict boy friends. They either become prostitutes or fzmla1 use :
cash bad checks. The boy friend usually keeps most of the money.

: their respect livi . Not knowing
e can keep their respect living that way _
who ?(?uoar;e going tE wake up next to or an.yth%ng. Everyone l{lngd
and stealing. ‘One of my best freinds even died in my apartment an
I was too stored to realize it. . L
Y ou feel so bad that your appearance goes way down. you
care ab(z:ilt is getting high. Controlled and manipulated not only by

junk but by physically stronger male junkies, you feel completely
cnttan  That was mv life for two vears.
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MARK:

I TOLD my father what I thought of him. I told him he didn’t
have any emotions. That I regarded him as a complete failure as a
person. I was 21 and till now he had never given me anything. 1
even told my mother she should leave him. I feel bad about all that
now. :

He really can’t help being who he is. He was just brought up
with American values. A very achievement-oriented person who is
uncomfortable with his feelings. He’s an emotional cripple. I know
he would rather see people get destroyed than property, Anyway I
still was wrong to have said all those things. 1 was doing a lot of
speed and acid at the time. j

I first took speed as an experiment. I had dropped out of col-
lege and was feeling really alienated from myself and other people.
I was into reading a lot of philosophy and psychology. I was trying
to get my bearings straight. Everything was very strange to me. I
couldn’t figure what made people tick.. I questioned everything.

Euphoric Feeling

My friend at work gave me a pill. It immediately got me out
of my depression. It gave me a feeling of power. I felt nothing
could hurt me. It was a euphoric kind of feeling. Your mind was
racing, nothing could get in your way. After feeling powerless for
so long it really felt good.

Taking speed is a typically American way of coping with life.
The advertgsing on TV tells you to take a sleeping pill if you're feel-
ing pain, or something else if you're a little overweight. Coping with
the existing situation is what is important, There is no discussion on
changing or disciplining one’s life,

It was not long after my introduction to speed that I first took
acid. I really liked it for it gave me a feeling of freedom and release.
Between working all day and tripping all night I was getting emotion-
ally exhausted. I started doing speed and acid runs. That is when
you shoot speed until you crash and then you do some more. You
do this for days on end before you crash. I was also shooting a lot
of acid. Sometimes I would not be able to stop tripping. 1 would
see people with twisted expressions on their faces and defensive types

of egos, 1 saw them as hassled and ugly mutations that couldn’t
accept other people or themselves.
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[ also started a little smack also. There was a dealing scene on
acon Hill (Boston) at the time. I liked the comfort (?f smack. I
t wanted a womb to crawl back into. I was not addicted, just
sling around. .
One day I was really low on money. I had been driving a taxi
¢ and on. I felt I just could not cope. I took some acid and walked
o the bathroom. The light was streaming into the room. I started
take my clothes off. I was really grubby and had been deing
sed for about a week. I weighed under 120 pounds. I could
unt my ribs all the way up. The skin on my face looked so tight

g

ainst my skull that it was translucent. Even though I was not dead
vas really dead. The way the light came through the window put
jalo around my head. 1'saw then so clearly the direction my life

s taking. T was obsessed with self-destruction.

After this things got worse. I felt claustrophobic on subways, .
ople’s faces would melt and take on evil, petty, uptight .hassled :
pressions, I would pick out some young successful-looking guy in
yusiness suit. And I would get it in my head that he was gomng to

to kill me. It must have been obvious to the other people. 1.
uld sit there with my hands clenched and my forearms pressed
iinst my knees waiting for him to come over and kill me.

I found my mind playing with every situation [ was in. I could
t cope with people at all. I really needed to be with people away
m drugs. However, 1 wasvtota]l){ uncomfortable with mysplf. 1
iply was not functioning. My tripping never stopped. It just went
and on. -
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Gétting Into Smack

Finally my friend gave me some smack. It was the first com-
fort I had felt in days. I decided to get into it on a maintenance
level. To do that I had to deal so I set up some connections. 1 did
junk for a year. I would have done it for more if I had not been
caught. It was a vacation from myself and everything around me.

I think a lot of middle-class kids get into junk for similar rea-
sons, like too much speed and acid. But kids from rich and poor
backgrounds have many of the same reasons for using junk. They
feel there is no direction for them to go. There is no possibility of
anything in their lives so they get into junk. Heroin becomes a
firmly entrenched strategy for coping with things.

During the year I was a junkie I dealt in bundles of heroin. We
would get the bundle from our contact in Roxbury. I would then
have enough money to live and support my habit. At the time I
wag caught I was doing six bags a day just to stay straight. Anything
above that was to get high.

One night 1 was in the bathroom getting off. T heard a banging
at the door. Then some mod looking guys came in the bathroom.
I thought they were my roommate’s friends. It turned out to be the
Boston Vice and Narcotics Squad. They had been tipped off by a
customer who had been caught stealing.

I spent three days in jail. I never want to feel like that again.
Finally 1 got myself together to notify a bondsman. I also called
my parents! They were pretty upset about the whole thing. The
judge sent me to McLean’s Hospital. 1 stayed there for 14 months.
I was classified as an “undifferentiated schizophrenic.” It was the
best thing for me. Most people could not do it as it costs $90 a
day. My parents paid $60,000 in all.

I have a job now at Boston University. I still see a psychiatrist
three times a week. I am slowly trying to get myself together again.

I really have hope for this country. I think that the values have
to change before a problem like junk can be solved. I know a lot of |
people who want different things from life now. They don’t want
the rat race and the man in the grey flannel suit kind of thing. I
think people are in the process of finding out what they want. As
they change, the country has to change.
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THE NEW ACTION ARMY

ECENT REPORTS of tens of thousands of GI's strung out

on heroin, and the h.:ivm_:'creatcd_ by their return brought

the heroin problem to the attention of nlll.!lqns.ofvf%mer-
icans. For many Vets, however, addiction dld_ not begin in l.113tnzlm.
As one soldier told a Senate special subcommittee on alcoholism

and narcoties: . ‘
Joe: .. .1 was back on the street hustling again, stealing money,
stealing everything. i

I told my family that I would go into the Army when I turned
17 years old. |

I came into the Army. [ thought they would catch me when
I was inducted, but they didn’t.

Senator Hughes: Can you tell me how you got by Wh("r] you were i
inducted, when you were a confirmed heroin addict? What happene

at your physical examination?

Joe: They had a real hard time getting blood out of me then they
took the blood. They kept switching doctors.

Senator Hughes: Didn’t they see the needle marks?

Joe: No sit. No scars.

Senator Hughes: Could you see them?

Joe: 1 could see them, sir, but they weren’t real d:_irk. It was more
lOr less like a shadow, My veins weren’t very good to start off with,

anyway. . o
Senator Hughes: Were you shooting up every day at that point?

Joe: Yes.

‘——
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Senator Hughes: Excuse my interruptions. [ am just trying to

‘ determine how you gol in the Army,
induction, if you know.

wanted you to describe your own case.
Joe: 1 got in the Army, sir, and 1 went t

around three weeks of ba

I copped some heroin from him.
Senator Hughes: You did what?

Joe: Copped some heroin, bought some heroin.

‘Senator Hughes: T
Joe: Yes, sir . . |

‘rom the lieutenant?
I shot heroin around

a confirmed heroin addict, by
I know it happens repeatedly, but I just

0 basie training. After

sic I met a contact, a first lieutenant, and

ten times in basie training.

1 couldn’t do it every day because if I did I would never have made

it through basic tra

ining.

The reason I came in the Army was

fry to find someth
that way,

ing I was interested in.

to get away from it, to
But it didn’t work out
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Heroin in AIT

I went to Advanced Infantry Training. I was going home on
weekends and bringing back stuff to shoot, 1 started ripping things
off and stealing things, and fencing them where I was taking AIT.

So after AIT I came down to Fort Brage. 1 wasn’t really sick.
I was just mentally sick there for a while, I just had the urge to
shoot drugs so bad, like life was coming down on me,

They knew T was taking drugs. They kept on bothering me
about it. So I went AWOL.

When I returned my commander reduced me in rank and put
me on restriction for four days. |

After 36 days | went AWOL again. I was kind of mad about
what happened the first time. I was back out on the street shooting

dope and I got to where I didn’t care about what happened to me
when I was AWOL. My life was disastrous,

Senator Hughes: Did you stay in the Fayetteville area?

Joe: 1 was in Fayetteville for a while, a few days, and then I went

ip north. 1 just kept on shooting drugs. I was arrested. My family
called the police and had me arrested.

They took me down to the station and I told them I was a drug
wddict, that 1 wanted to be discharged from the military service.
Chey called Fort Bragg. Somehow, and I don’t know how it hap-

ened, somebody must have impersonated my commander and said ,
was on leave, Mr. Chairman.

I got out of jail. They knew I was a drug addict but they let
ne go, They took me down to a pool hall. The police took me
ight down fo the pool hall , .

lepatitis at Fort Dix

Fort Dix, New Jersey, the Army’s largest training hase for en-
sted men in the Northeast, currently contains 27,000 men, only
0 per cent of whom are Vietam veterans, As of July 21, 1971 _
iere had already been 56 cases this year of serum hepatitis contracted
om the use of dirty hypodermics, compared with 35 in all of last

ear, and none in 1968. This is at a hospital 80 per cent of whose
atients are recruits. -
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One addict undergoing therapy at Fort Dix (who said he too had

ied the Army with the hope of ending his heroin addiction) reported

the widespread availability of scag on base: *“But then these guys in
harracks started talking to me and asking me if I wanted to buy

16 heroin, and pretty soon I was hooked again.” Revealing know-

s¢ of five men in his training company who were selling drugs, he

itinued, “There’s dope all over this place. It’s no different than the
of this country.”

ik in Vietnam

While more and more GI’s enter the Army as junkies, it’s in Viet-
n that addiction has reached the epidemic level. It is difficult for
lians stateside to grasp the degree of demoralization of the U.S.
ny in Indochina. GI’s have seen through their indoctrination and
now they know they’re not in Vietnam to defend their own freedom
anyone else’s. They’re no longer willing to join in the destruction
[ndochina to help Nixon save face or to keep Saigon safe for Amer-
n businessmen. They know that the policy that keeps them there
 been overwhelmingly repudiated by the people back home. They’re
strated and angry at all the petty rules and regulations the lifers still
to impose on them. They don’t do much fighting anymore, but in
ountry where nearly everyone wants them out, they can never quite
1x. Who wants to die in a war that makes no sense?

In every war the officers try to channel the tension of living in the
r zone into the *“fighting spirit”, into hatred for the enemy. But the
s in Vietnam have had enough of that. They need something else
make life and the risk of death bearable. Some of them tura to
anizing against the men and the system who keep them there. But
yoting up seems easier. Junk is dirt cheap, and the supply is abun-
it. Opium, morphine, and heroin of nearly 100 per cent purity are
ilable around every U.S. base. And at least until recently—if not
| today—the brass have looked the other way, because whatever else
ack does, it keeps the men quiet.

tent of Vietnam Addiction

The extent of heroin addiction among GI’s in Vietnam remains
natter of some controversy. A house investigation team led by Rep-
entatives Murphy (IlL.) and Steele (Conn.) cited official addiction
imales of 10 to 15 per cent. The Nixon administration quickly
ight to calm public fears of massive addiction. Dr. Jerome Jaffe,
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'w chiel drug advisor, re-

| after a hasty tour of Asia
nly 4.5 per cent (only!) of

0 men who were tested were
med heroin users. But sub-
nt reports have exploded

s claims. Experts noted that

| not include soldiers who
een arrested, granted amnes-
those who temporarily

od taking heroin a few days
to leaving Vietnam. In the
yalf of this year alone, nearly
)0 have been arrested or have
d themselves in for treatment
¢ the so-called “amnesty” pro-
. Moreover, Jaffe himself was
{forced to admit that for those
v the rank of sergeant the
esran “‘over 10 per cent’—
far over he neglected to say.

abilitation”” of Veterans

Whatever the actual magni-
of heroin addiction among
1am G1’s, public scandal has
v forced the government to
sotne aclion. The House of
fzsenlal._i\-e;s recently voted to e .
nd the Veterans’ Administra- 0 %
s drue rehabilitation program, expected to cost $89.3 ml‘]‘hon for
ext five vears, A series of highly publicized busts, each “the most
-acular of all time,” have been staged in an effort to prove that the
military and the governments in Saigon and Laos are doing some-

v about the problem (although the only real result has been to pro:
further evidence that officials of these puppet regimes are deeply in
ved in the trade).

Now tens of thousands of young draftees are coming hoxpe strung
Accustomed to cheap and pure Vietnamese heroin, they’ve devel-
1 habits that cost a fortune to maintain at the prices American sup-

s charge for their watered-down dope. Their chances of fmldmg.a
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decent job are slim: unemployment among Vietnam vets is running
over 10 per cent. (For vets under 24 year old, it’s 14.6 per cent;
among all black vets it averages 15.1 per cent; and among black vets
under 24 the rate reaches almost 21 per cent.) The VA’s counselling
and rehabilitation programs are still ridiculously inadequate. In the
midst of all the fanfare accompanying Nixon’s campaign against drugs,
these young men are heing left to rot, with little care and virtually

no hope.

Inside a VA Hospital

THE VETERAN’S Hospital is a large white building in a decay-
ing neighborhood of Boston. Its shiny exterior contrasts sharply with
the buildings around it. Inside is the security of an ordered world.
The revolving glass doors and the long halls fit into a sterile and effic-
ient pattern. On the twelfth floor, however, the scene is different.

There what is termed “‘group therapy” is being tried on confused and
bewildered young men.

Larry calls this therapy his *‘hope.” After a long history of
addiction, both before induction and ir the Army itself, he is trying
to come to terms with his life. He has been clean for four days. His
slight figure is testimony to the toll heroin has taken on his physique.

“I started using grass at Revere High School. It felt good and
I would often get high with the other guys. We popped a lot of pills
too, justfor kicks. Then the older guys started coming around. They
were doing smack. A bunch of us started doing it also. We would
go to this station to get off. The attendant would blink the lights

if the cops were coming. I would sometimes get off in my bathroom
also.

“I started just doing one or two bags a day. I would hustle at
night and go to school the next day. I was doing good in school and
was on the track team. Soon after I got kicked off the team and my
grades went way down. It was difficult hustling and going to school.

“I was sent to a trade school. There was a lot of smack there
and I soon made contacts. I was up to five or six bags a day. We
would steal tape recorders out of cars and sell them to a guy in Bos-
ton. I would steal anything. I remember one time looking in a car
and seeing a complete wet suit. Oh boy, I thought, this will bring
in the dough. I opened the car and put it on, There I was walking
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ight down Commonwealth Avenue with this wet suit, tanks, flippers

nd all on. A cop car spotted me and I just dropped everything and
an,

“Most of the time I didn’t have to be too careful of the cops.
hey didn’t mind as long as things weren’t too obvious. Once I was
opped in Roxbury with my works and everything. T just gave the

op ten dollars and went around the corner and got another bag for
1€ same amount.

“They finally did get me in a bathroom. I was just getting off.
had enough wits to flush my works down the toilet. However, my
cedle was still in my arm. Really stupid. I got out on bail and
ecided to go into the Army. It was that or jail. I withdrew at basic
aining. They just thought I had a bad cold. It was pretty bad.

2nt to Korea

“I wanted to go overseas cause I had heard about all the dope
d everything.  They sent me to Korea. Boy, when I stepped off
e. plane I couldn’t believe it. I thought we were at peace in Korea.
ell, there was guns and bombers, the whole works. It was unbeliev-

le. My sarge told us if we got sent to the DMZ we’d see action.
was really pissed. Some peace.

“The government just sends the poor kids over there. It’s like
itler killing the Jews, They just want to get rid of us. No one
red about the heroin when it was in the ghetto. Now when the
*h white kids are taking it everyone’s worried. It’s always like that.
wvas really mad at being so near action, '

“For a while we were in the South. I got some junk on my
st trip to a village. The moment I walked in some little kid comes
nning up and says, ‘Want to buy my sister, some dirty pictures?’
aid, ‘T want some., . . ’, I made a motion with my hand. The
tle kid’s eyes lit up and said, ‘Wait here.” He was back in ten min-

*8 with a small package and syringe. It was pure black opium. It
8 terrific.

“I made a deal where I would go to the village and meet this kid.
would bring me the opium. You know they really hate us over
re. We just use their women and screw up the place. Even with
8 kid you could just see it in his eyes, I don’t blame them.,

“We finally got our orders to go to the DMZ. I took enough
ff for a while. My medic gave me sterile water so T wouldn’t get

-,
L o

| A

The New Action Army

31




! The New Action Army

patitis. Over there everyone’s doing drugs. You can buy grass
erywhere. The MP’s don’t bother you. Even my sarge smoked a
owl with us. He told us the young officers did a lot of drugs but
e old-timers were all juicers. You have to be high in the Army.

“‘l only saw one bit of action on the DMZ. We were running a
itrol behind ‘the lines. We were also carrying automatic weapons, It’s
ainst the Geneva rules, but we always carried them. We were sleeping
1d these four North Korean agents started sneaking up on us. 1 saw
em and tried to wake my stupid sarge. He finally gets up and yells,
alt!” T wasn’t going to do any talking and opened fire, I think1
ounded one of them. But one of my buddies got it. 1 really freaked—
 bad they sent me back stateside after a couple of days. It couldn’t
> better with me. 1'd had it with killing.

rery:thing the Same

“Here, though, everything is the same. I couldn’t take it and
arted hustling and doing smack again. 1 tried a methadone clinic,
it that was bad, Those methadone maintenance guys are just gov--
nment puppets. The government says to go here and they go. It
ys go there and they have to go. That’s just what the government
ants, puppets it can control. : ; ' el

“Now I'm doing this therapy. It helps a little. I'm in a group
th non-drug addicts. It's okay, cause I have basically the same
oblems as them. I mean, smack is just another way of coping with
¢ same things. 1 hope this helps.” - :

4
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rents and women were liberated from footbinding and other oppres-
sive evils. Opium was strictly outlawed. The leader of the Taipings -
preached to his followers, “The opium pipe is like a rifle pointed at
your head. It can only maim or kill you.” The Taipings had the
only effective anti-opium stance in China until the establishment of
the People’s Republic. But after 15 years of bloody fighting the Tai-
ping Rebellion was suppressed with the help of the British and Amer-

icans.

Throughout the nineteenth century the opium traffic over-
shadowed all other trade with China. It produced millions of addicts,
further weakened the Chinese state, and created a class of merchants
who thrived on the illegal traffic and were tied dollar and soul to
foreign interests. From 1842 to 1884 China imported an estimated
233,000 tons of opium. By 1906 the Shanghai Opium Commissioner
estimated that 13 million Chinese were smoking opium.

i ‘JJE’ - .

American Opium Merchants

British merchants enjoyed the lion’s share of the drug traffic.
But American businessmen also had a finger in the pie. In the early
nineteenth century, Au.c=can clippers ran Turkish and Persian opium
to China. So heavy was the «.” mvolvement in this traffic that the
Chinese Commissioner at Canton believed Turkey was an American
colony. Opium was central to the rapid development of the Amer-
ican economy and the earliest stages of U.S. expansion into Asia, By
1839, on the eve of the Opium War, an American firm (Russell &
Company) ranked as the third largest agency for Indian opium in
China. Mgjor New England family fortunes were built on opium.
One such family, the Delanos, later helped lift Franklin Delano Roose-
velt to the Presidency. Money made in the opium trade even helped
to finance the railroads that opened the American west.

As America’s share in the Chinese opium trade declined in the
1840%s, John Murray Forbes, a partner in Russell & Co., pulled out his
his capital from China to invest in U.S. railroads. Even Howqua, the
richest of the Chinese go-betweens in the opium trade, invested half
a million dollars in the new lines, thus further draining China of cap-
ital.

Merchants were not the only foreigners involved in the opium
traffic. A number of missionaries also got in on the act. The Rever-
end Charles Gutzlaff served as a translator for Jardine-Matheson Com-
pany during a six-month voyage which firmly established its dominance
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Japanese in Manchuria

Even the small victories China had won in forcing foreign powers,
out of the opium trade were quickly undermined. For Japanese invad-
ers in Manchuria and North China again seized control of the opium
market. As early ag 1919 the ‘‘secret” Japanese opium monopoly
in Manchuria provided substantial government revenues which by 1939 had
1939 had risen to over $90 million a year. One Japanese gave the
following account of the opium traffic in Manchuria in the 1920’s:

In Dairen, on the piers and at the railway station, were
oups of coolies. Tﬁe first thing that the tourist entering
ﬁanchuria saw were their half-naked figures, black with
filth. I visited Hekizanso, the coolie dormitory complex.
It was shocking. Here opium facilities were openly esta-
blished. Opium at this time was a monopoly for the Kwan-
tung Civil Government and the system was said to be designed fo
for protection against poison. At Hekizanso it was briskly
marketed. I was unab[:a to understand it: wasn’t this too
frankly colonialist? In later years while traveling in the
interior of China this feeling deepened as I came to learn
the details of how Japanese, utilizing extraterritoriality, went
outside the treaty ports as morphine peddlers, spreading
its poison.
And the fall of Shanghai in 1940 gave to Japanese forces seeking to
conquer all China $72 million in opium revenues. Japan’s “Opium
Suppression Bureau” licensed smokers, dens and stores on the pretext
of effecting a ‘‘cure” for growing millions of addict, in the process

raking in/;znormous profits.

Opium Wiped Out in People’s Republic

After 1949, when the Chinese once and for all threw out the
foreigners, they also developed effective methods to eliminate the
ravages of opium. China is not only the land to suffer most deeply
at the hands of the drug. It is also the only society which has effec-
tively eliminated a major opium problem. Elimination of the opium
traffic and addiction was brought about totally, rapidly and humanely
in the People’s Republic of China. Contrary to conventional wisdom
in the U.S., the Chinese recognized that society, not individual sickness
or aberration, lay at the root of the problem. Therefore, drastic social
changes, as well as changes in the attitudes and life situations of indi-
viduals, were essential. The new government which valued people above

above profits eliminated entirely the involvement of the foreign powers
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and Chinese profiteers. Swilt and uncompromising crackdowns
destroyed the entire cormpt network of traders and pushers.

Addicts Not Crimimals. i

More significantly, the Chinese provided new opportunities for
addicts to rehabilitate themselves. Addicts were not seen 48 person-
ally guilty or deranged. They were not viewed as criminals but rather
a4 the victims of the corrupt old society. What counted was helping
them understand that they were victims of the old order and that
extraordinary opportunihes awaited them and all oppressed people
in a new society which they would help to shape. Free drugs were
provided for registered addicts in programs of rapidly phased with-
drawal. This was accompanied by intensive education and discussion

“PEOPLE’S COMMUNES" BEGAN ON AN EXPERIMENTAL BA-
SIS IN 1958, YAM SORTING ON THE FUA SHEN COMMUNE
NEAR CANTON 18 TYPICAL OF THAT LIFE.

about their personal problems and how they related to the old society
and the new. Victims of addiction then received education and job
opportunities. They were not treated to sermons about their personal
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SOUTHEAST ASIA :
THE OPIUM TRAIL

1 E'VE JUST SEEN THE PLAGUE in action. But where
does all the junk come from? And who carves up the
incredible profits of $200,000 per kilo (2.2 1bs.) be-

tween the grower and the addict on the street? As we all know,
heroin is made from opium. And most of the world’s illegal opium—
1,000 tons of it a year—comes from Southeast Asia, though U.S.
officials insist that our staunch NATO ally and anti-Soviet buffer,
Turkey, still supplies the opium behind 80 per cent of the heroin
entering our country. But the same officials admit that the heroin
traffic from Asia has junped tremendously in the past year. And as
GI’s come home under **Vietnamization,” they are bringing their
heroin habits home with them.

Not only is Southeast Asia the world’s largest supplier of opium,
but its share of the world market is growing. The world heroin mar-
ket has always been very flexible; as old sources have dried up or been
suppressed, new ones have been found and exploited. With production -
in the Middle East on the decline, and the growing heroin market pro-
vided by a quarter of a million GI’s still left in Vietnam, it looks like
Southeast Asia is where it’s at for heroin’s future.

*“Fertile Triangle”

Opium poppies are grown by the tribal minority groups who
inhabit the mountainous area called the “fertile triangle”, the remote
border region where the northern boundaries of Laos, Burma and
Thailand intersect (see map). There tribesmen smoke some opium
themselves and sell the rest to the first group of profiteer middlemen:
itinerant ethnic Chinese smugglers, But the growers, who know opium
only as a pleasant high, have no idea that their only cash crop becomes
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—]ust a few hundred miles away—the stock in-trade of racketeers (both
private and official) and the basis of human misery from Saigon to the
u.s.

After the roving smugglers buy raw opium,their mule and pony
caravans soon move across the turf of military gangs who extort tribute
or protection money as a guarantee of safe passage. The biggest of

. these armed gangs hauntlng the oplum trail out of Burma and north-

ern Thailand are so-called “remnants” of Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang
armies that were chased out of South China and into Burma by the

- Chinese revolutionaries in 1949. Since then they have survived by

moving opium and forcing independent opium traders to pay protec-
tion money—and by receiving regular supplies and troop replenish-
ments from Taiwan, Operating in three groups in northern Thailand,
after being kicked out of Burma in 1961, these gangs dominate “more
than 80 per cent of the traffic from the [Burmese] Shan State as a
result of their control of a strip roughly 75 miles long in the extreme
north of Thailand along the Burmese border” (CIA sources cited in
the New York Times, August 11, 1971). One group, the “First Inde-
pendent Unit’’, has run two games at once, making intelligence forays
into China’s Yunnan province and collecting opium on the way baeck!

Dmdmg the Rake-off

Befﬂdes the Chinese Natlonahst bands, a few other official bodies
get a rake-off at this stage: the separatist Shan States Army of Burma,

' the Burmese self-defense forces or K.K.Y., and the Thai Border Patrol

Police. But the Kuomintang *“irregulars” are the most powerful and
best organized of the bunch. Needless to say, these rival gangsters

~occasionally get into squabbles, as in July 1967 when the big-time

independent Shan operator Chang Chi- foo tried to slip past the Kuo-
mintang without paying the routine $80 000 protection money. But
they cat him off near Ban Houei Sai in Laos, and the two gangs
started shooting it out. When Laotian General Ouane Rattikone, then
commander of northwestern Laos and long reputed to be the munlry §
opium king, heard about the fire-fight on his turf, he yanked his forces
out of the Plain of Jars (where he was supposed to be battling the

. Pathet Lao) and hurried them to Ban Houei Sai. General Ouane’s

airplanes (U.S.-supplied T-28°s) bombed and strafed both Chang Chi-,

off a half a ton of opium for the general!

.In Thailand, local opium and opium fed in from Laos is tran.
ported along the excellent U.S.-built Thai road system to Bangkok,
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Southeast Asia: The Opium Trail

ere some is processed and consumed and some smuggled off to
ng Kong and Macao. But Laos remains the biggest opium and
oin chute of all-and the most treacherous, Here the third and
8t important group of middlemen comes into the picture: the
tian generals, whose power and armies are wholly dependent on
American government. They protect the traffic for a price and
ve heroin themselves. They have captured this leg of the opium
heroin irade as a direct consequence of America’s air war against
Pathet Lao and the rural people of Laos.
ered the countryside so badly that traditional land and
im routes are no longer safe. Word has
iosi, once the key middlemen in Laos just as they are in Mar-

es, have heen pushed from the driver’s seat because it is too hot.
heir place have jumped the Laotian militarists, As U.S. bombing
cratered the Laotian countryside into a moon surface, airplanes

: taken over the main burden of opium and heroin transport.
¢s of the Royal Lao Air Force move heroin from colleciton points
Ban Houei Sai in the far northwest to “forwarding centers” in
5 and Thailand like Vientiane, the capital of Laos, Luang Prabang,
Udon Thani, the major U.S. air base in northern Thailand. Planes
pick up Meo opium at the “secret” base of the CIA’g Clandestine
y at Long Cheng, 80 miles northeast of Vientiane. By the time
Irug has reached the Udon Thani runways, it is already in the

of white heroin. Big cities in Laos and Thailand, like Luan

g, Vientiane, and Bangkok, have served as the central markets,
t processing centers, and final transshipment points of opium

d for Saigon and Hong Kong. But now, as GI’s haye turned on
tack, Lao generals are processing opium into heroin closer and
“ 1o the point of production. The CIA has reported that seven

ieroin plants were recently built along the northern border with
and.

river opium
it that even Corsican

§ the Vital Link

dince government airplanes are the vital link in the chain from

st Laotian collection points to the key relay stations and pro-

g plants (and even American and Lao officials admit this much),
Xt big question is: Who flies the heroin to Vietnam? Officials
4t most all flights to Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut Airport take off
dangkok or Vientiane, and that airlines making the trip are Air
m, Royal Air Lao, Lao Airlines, Thai International, and Ajr

t These flights alone, in addition to military runs, wotild pro- '
sportunity enough for independent smugglers, especially given'

For the air war has ... . .

' ' 49
Southeast Asia: The Opium Trail

i ice. But there are other
ily greased palms of the Saigon police. . .
atn%l;;is:: 't}lrlagt fly ianaos, and from Laos to Vietnam: Air Americe
and Air Continental.

Air Ameriea

~ With 11,000 employees and a fleet of 200 ait;iraft,' Air Amrtﬂ;;((::is
| irli : i - § con
i e world’s largest airlines. Most of Air America
:lsl‘: r:\:'ait?lfttl}:: CIA for its%isian missions. Those missions are re\;{,aled
in the Pentagon papers to range fro;:n airhsugﬁ)ky; SOIEGS ggn(}gf ur:‘cr.
ies to secret air support stints for the CIA’s subver :
f:ar:la:t:edsneutralist gover::r[:lcnts. And Air Continental ge._t:ls ar}]e:en
eater percentage of its contracts from the CIA, while its }))1 (s slar?
gotorious soldiers-of-fortune who provide a willing and able pool o
opium errand boys for hire..

L3

irlines are widely known to fly opium. Until recently,
howe?grtht;}errle has been noyproof of official CIA collahorfiftllotil tl}l: :::hc
traffic. But now a former Green Beret has publically tesh-led ! adjn
he worked for the CIA buying opium from Meo fgibemen and loading
it aboard Air America planes (see inset on following page).

American Technology

I 1 f the almost universally
The opium trade is another example o /
deStrucﬁvepeffects of American technology on Southeast Asia. The

-old opium trade moved slowly by caravan down from the hills and

inding i through

' iverboat, winding its way down the Mekong Valley |
E:aons hgall:vbe;dia, and Vieniiam. The trade was dangerous'and' .thg %
opi’u;m might pass through many middlemen before reaching its desti-
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HOW THE CIA BUYS OPIUM

A forn.ler Green Beret, Sgt. Paul Withers, 24 testified
at the Winter Soldier Hearings in Boston c:n 6ct0ber 9
é97l_. He spoke of h'is role in the Indochina war as a ’
Ppecxal Forces agent_m Laos. Paul was awarded nine
urple Hearts, the Distinguished Service Cross and Sil
and Bronze Stars during his tour of duty : e

i }l&g;:; cl(l)mpletmg basic training at Fort Dix in the fall
i » 1€ Was sent to Nha Trang, South Vietnam. Al-
oug h’t’; was ostensibly stationed there, he was l:;ced

§: loan” to the CIA in January 1966 and sent tg Pak
i el;f,shgos. dBefo:;vre going there he and his companions
it n:};;;)ew ec;i gelr ;%ﬁor;ls larnd all American creden-

Is: ued Lzechoslovakian guns and K
uniforms. Paul even signed blank sheets ﬁf a he
bottom and the CIA later typed out letters Enge ;e?li ::I;m

to.his Parents and wife. All
this was done to hide the fact
that-th.ere were American troops
operating in Laos,

The mission in Laos was to
make friends with the Meo
people and organize and train
them to fight the PathetLao.
One of the main tasks was to buy
) % up the entire local crop of opium,
PAUL WITHERS :::cl;lll: twice al week an Air Amer-
| : ne would arrive with -
I[\adl::,s ;nfe i(uﬂ; l;n)fs ﬁt:f 'gobl: dt;;t. Paul gave the gold tos:ll:e

eir s of opi i
the plane. Each bag was mgrked “ﬁlt';ln:h‘:glycrlrltbwo?:flgff e

tribe, There was no mistaking th
1 eb i
were quite complicated. 5 it O
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" The . . . CIA has for some time been this Bureau’s strong-
est partner in identifying foreign sources and routes of illegal
trade in narcotics. Liason between our two agencies is close

' and constant in matters of mutual interest. Much of the pro-
gress we are now making in identifying overseas narcotics

traffic can, in fact, be attributed to CIA cooperation.”
—John E. Ingersoll

Director, Bureau of
Narcotics and Danger-
ous Drugs

nation, thus increasing risk and reducing profit. Now, American-sup-
plied planes fly opium and heroin directly between major collection,
processing, and relay points, bypassing the old networks. This has helped
consolidate the trade, reduce the risk, and increase the profits, giving

the Southeast Asian opium business a big boost.

Saigon Middlemen
The last big middlemen on the heroin trail are our anti-communist

_clients of the Saigon regime. True, opium has been a core item in Viet-

namese politics since the days of the French ¢olonial opium monopoly
in Indochina—which, by the way, coughed up 20 to 50 per cent of the
colony ’s revenues between, 1898 and 1920. But the importance of opium
has grown over the past two decades since the French puppet emperor
Bao Dai sold control of the Saigon Police over to the Binh Xuyen gang-
ster sect for a sum of $1.2 million in 1953. Running the casinos and
whorehouses of Saigon and extorting the Chinese merchants of Cholon,
the Binh Xuyen held the reins of the city’s opium traffic until the

fledgling U.S.-propped dictatorship of Ngo Dinh Diem smashed the sect

in a bloody coup in 1955. With the Ngo family in the saddle, opium
traffic came under their control, mainly in the hands of secret police
chief Ngo Dinh Nhu and his wife, the famous Madame Nhu. It was
under the Ngo family’s personal dictatorship that the ambitious Air |/
Force officer, Nguyen Cao Ky, became a wheel in the trade by using his
airplanes (assigned to commando-terrorist air-drops ‘over North Vietriam)
for smuggling opium form: Laos,. Now Vice President, Marshal Ky has
been implicated in the Vietnamese branch of the opium circuit, as has
General Dzu, commander of Region II. But the major paid protector
of the heroin trade seems to be Premier Tran Thien Khiem. Khiem
appointed a brother to the post of Chief of the National Customs Ins J
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igation Division at Tan Son N hut Airport (the funnel for opium
ing in from Laos) and another brother, Director of the Saigon
. Premier Khiem also controls the National P
larriage to Saigon’s Police Chief. In
Is guard over the check-points on th
hto the GI mainline,

short, the Premier’s family
e Vietnam heroin trail lead.

Government Involvement

From the Kuomintang bandit gan,

encrals and the Saigon ruling clique, there is one horribly clear

onsistent pattern: the U.S. government firmly supports the
people who bring heroin to the GI's in Viet i
eyes away from the obvious offi

1ave effectively used opjum profits to reward Asian elites for
support of U.S. goals in Southeast Asia. Opium bricks are bej
d into gold bricks by the millions and deposited in Swiss banks
ure the comfortable retirement of Vietnamese, Thai, and Lao
s if their regimes fall. Our sovernment not only supplies arms
d to the middlemen and protectors of the heroin trade, but it
1pplies a captive body of consumers—over 200,000 GI's in Viet.
The bankrupt imperial policies of counterrevolution abroad and
n neglect” of domestic social evils promote heroin addiction
rsening the despair and alienation on which heroin feeds. It

that anything goes if it is in the “national interest” as defined
handful of corporate and moneyed elites who run the U.s.
ment. i

gs in northern Thailand to the

olice and is related =

cial corruption, American author-

CIA, 1953-1962.
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THE BIGGEST PUSHERS IN THE WORLD? ~

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF PACIFIC CORPORATION (PA.H.»

- ENT COMPANY OF AIR AMERICA, INC.) \

i f the Board,
EL RANDOLPH WALKER--Chairman o s
%;Mlé Walker’s Sons, NYC; dir. Harlem Savings Ban.k, %u.un_
Equ‘itable Life Assurance Society; member Federal City Co

“cil, Wash.; member Action Council For Better Cities, Urban

America, Inc,; member Real Estate Board, NYC; life trustee

Columbia University.

1 3 = . Simpson Timber Co.;
LIAM GARRARD REED Ch bd 3 ;
glnlgd Simpson Lee Paper Co.: d::'].k C?iwn Ggrel:?aslo{ln 'SIl‘lnr:lt::;
. dir, Seattle First National Bank; dir. Ll :
gg.j le:r Boeing Co.; dir. Pacific Car & Foundry Co.; dir. North

. .ern Pacific Railroad; dir. Stanford Research Institute.

ARTHUR BERRY RICHARDSON-Foreign service Russia, China,

s h-Ponds Inc. 1955-1961;
. England 1914-1936; ch. bd. Cheset-)roug s ;
- d;.g]f}nited Hospital Fund, NYC; dir. Lenox Hill Hospital.

i Gray, Boston;
- RR AMES-Law partner in Ropes & | 1
‘(lli:Ml]‘z'uSiuI::?ary Trust Co.; dir. Air Asia Co., Ltd.; corporator Suf:

folk-Franklin Savings Bank; corp. Cambridge Savings Bank; corp.

North Avenue Savings Bank; dir. United Community Service;

;i ional Student Assn.;
ir. Animal Rescue League; dir. Internationa { \sS
glr:es Hospital Council; member adv. com. C?mbndge (lilmt;
Assaa.c.; trustee Mt. Auburn Hosp.; dir. Buckingham School.

CHARLES P. CABELL —Retired general; deputy director of
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THADONE, THERAPY,

! REVOLUTION

1 ARLY LAST SUMMER twenty-one sailors and marines

stationed in San Diego went off to an old ranch house
J in the California mountains to spend a weekend listening
ds and rapping with twelve officers and seven chaplains who
anied them. They were junkies, and they were the first to
ate in a new program called CREDO (Chaplains Relevance
imerging Drug Order).

the “drug order ” emerges, Navy chaplains aren’t the only
hing in to get a piece of the action. All over the country
alfway-houses and counseling centers are springing up.: Local
ents, big hospitals, churches, settlement houses—nearly every-
ns to be moving in on the drug scene.

th Industry

€ pollution control, drug prevention has become a growth
The same big businesses and institutions which contributed

roblem in the first place now race to control new ayenues of

1 the field of prevention. Their “eures,”” however, never touch

t of the problem, for they are themselves part of it. Drug

¢s turn out new miracle drugs to “substitute” for and cure

in habit; police who stood idly by while racketeers preyed on

‘now use the drug panic to demand police reinforcements

ol the poor; medical empires which could have cared less

Iping poor people solve their addiction problem call for mil-

research and drug prevention centers.

| now President Nixon, announcing that drug addiction has
| the dimensions of a national emergency”, has asked Con-
$155 million to support rehabilitation projects. Where is
woney going? What are these programs all about?
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lone Trealment

08t of the new government money will be use
wn as ‘“‘methadone maintenance” programs,
th hold that addiction is primarily
il needs to be treated medically.” Once someone is hooked on
(the reasons this happened are not inquired into), the chemical
p of the body’s cells is changed, they argue. A permanent
ogical need is created that can only be satisfied by a fix, of.
or of some substitute drug like methadone. i
thadone was invented by the Germans
alled it Adolfene, in honor of Hitler
¢ as heroin’s: both get you high,
1g doses, and both produce ex tremely painful symptoms in

wal . . . In fact, the bigaest difference between the two is
thadone is legal. /

d to expand what
Supporters of this
a physical problem, a sick-

during World War 11,
) Its effects are almost
both tend to require ever-

ny hospitals and clinics use small d
- of withdrawal from heroin, N 3 /
atment, known as “methadone withdrawal” or “methadone de-
ion”, can be very helpful to junkies frying to kick their

The controversy comes over methadone “maintenance” pro-
at provide daily doses of methadone, presumably for the rest
ddiet’s life. Defonders of methadone maintenance point out
program of complete withdrawal has ever worked very well,
cast methadone addicts don’t have to steal to support their

nd that doses can be regulated so that the patient won’t

or get sick. They hope that by providing methadone they can
icts to funetion normally, at home, school, or work.

oses of methadone to ease
carly everyone agrees that

: Evidence Skimpy

hadone programs have gotten lots of publicity, but the sci-
idence backing up their claims of suceess is pretty skimpy.
he latest study (reported in Biomedical News, July, 1971)
hat after fourteen months of methadone maintenance 37

) patients studied were using heroin again, and of the other
* was using speed and another barbiturates, Even for people
“clean” on methadone, it's proven hard to return to the
vorld: in New York City, for instance, the three largest

6 have a firm policy of refusing to hire methadone patients.
the problem isn’t just that methadone doesn’t keep junkies |
For one thing, what little research has been done on its
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i ing, resnlts: ¢ study
long-term effects has produced some fl'lghl{fl‘lulig.h.‘nlllltb. one :lm--Jing
: ' ' NAarrow,; eails
ge ay be dangerous to blood marrow, cai
ssts that methadone may b Ero Aoy o
Sseug r:tsain in bones if used too long. Yet methadone llh }t_.lllgldm
ated : it iens of thousands of black anc
i to tens of thousands o
buted all over the country, ; _ 2 ob ok s ;
{)rrlown eopl'e GI’s and working-class kids, One .m__.u-.ntmt dulmg I i
earch 'gn meglladonc recalls that heroin was first introduced as a cu
s

i ; dangerous the
' icti sfore doctors realized how dangerous
. for morphine addiction, before doctor

drug was. The way methadone is being used today, he said, is
new dr . The way 18 8 “
“so similar it sends shivers up my back.

Still Strung Out

i ug for an illegal one
Methadone maintenance substitutes a logal :llnu;_1 In; N ll‘“( gfliv‘th ;
it sti 2. patient s osLill unable to function with-
but it still leaves the: patient strung out, st T R
out a chemical prop and sluggish with one. Anc i“m y et
| it for life (unless of course you go bac
i 2 you’ it for life (unlegs of conrse y
ne maintenance yourc on i i i
i‘d'? nk). With heroin spreading and maethadon Iul!fn?m;,:._ we \:HI;’}
tO Jlile on the verge of a “brave new world” where nnl!mu;« ni! I;t-_.(ip e
. S nt-8 ied drugs. Instead of dealmg
live out their lives on governnmiit-.supplhc .:l l|;lll{_. g oL
ith 1 at push people to drugs, methe ,
th the real problems that § o 43
r:naticc r'nerelI;r tries to return them to *normal™; that is, to keep the
quiet and under control. . G
i sea b mives the o sernmenl an neredible li.‘-_ Lol v
“And in the process il gives the govern e
of power over the addict’s life. Patients who have to rej :
clinl;;c once or twice a day can’t go very far away, :I:‘nf! the y t..ull_”q
very well afford to disobey any orders from their official .-.:1p|>i|. o
' s Tight to sereen applicants for methadone
Clinics always reserve the right to screen applicants Ii—ll { el
reject those they don’t wish to maintain; in N.vw \tl;! K some ¢ e
halwe refused to help addicts who wear black liberation pins 1[0 e
clinic. Puerto Rican and black people are realizing thal .mt]l iadon
is another weapon of the white power structure to pacify l.lu.n lmm
munities. As methadone programs move to white neighbor mu:ls as
: i 3 i " g e i. bt F l(‘-
well, white people are starting to have the same fears. L 1n},” :
vet ;vho told his story in a previous section, came hack .lr.(.)li.l 1(._.‘
Army to find most of his old friends on methadone rnulnl(u‘.ll.uﬁf:{...
| i at’s all they are. Go here
“Puppets,” he called them, “‘puppets—that’s all they are. G i
: ! £ ST e U e ey I
on Monday, there on Tuesday, whatever the goyernment says, they
Y 5 * %, .
have to do.”

Law and Order

Methadone maintenance, for all j.ts disadvantag .*..ss._.magdl.}:t :hfi';ut
only humane solution now available for a few hard-core addicts. .
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uld only be used as a last resort, after all else has failed. Un-

nately, that’s not what’s happening: many clinics only proyide

adone maintenance, not even giving the addict a chance to with-
The Federal government is spending a fortune to open new

adone maintenance centers all over the country. It may be a dead

or junkies, but that doesn’t bother Nixon and his friends. As

as 1t’ll produce a little of their kind of law and order (where

one else shuts up and they run the country), they’re for it.

A doctor who heads one of the better withdrawal clinics in the

n area summed it up this way: “The question is, does one want
eate this type of society—a society where people come onee or

- a day or whatéver to drink their Tang spiked with methadone,
waiting in long lines like robots, dependent not only on the meth-
e, but dependent and subservient to the government policy and

m that is supplying the prop?”

“Therapeutic Community"

NEXT TO methadone maintenance, the most widely discussed
uque is the “therapeutic community”, the live-in rehabilitation
r. Such communities also assume that addiction is an individual
em; like methadone programs they put the emphasis not on the

conditions that encourage addiction, but on the weaknesses of
wdividual addict. But they consider the psychological aspects of
tion much more fundamental than the physical ones. They too
» return their patients to ‘“‘normal”, but by transforming their’,
nalities.

[n the therapeutic communities the patients live together in large
wunal houses, under the supervision of a director and a staff

ined aides (most of them ex-junkies). The residents live under

of rules that rigidly enforce the standards of behavior that people
r society ‘are told to live by. In most communities the rules say
ugs, no alcohol, no physical violence, no homosexuality (in some
no heterosexual relationships are allowed either), no criticism of
rogram, and no deviation from traditional sex-roles. Men take
'ship and do the phx sical work; womén obey the men and serve
by cooking and sewing. A strict system of pumshment_ and rewards
up the rules. Addicts who are “good” are rewarded with praise
the staff, privileges like free time and the use of a car, and respon-
y over other patients; those who behave “‘negatively™ are punished,

“DISCIPLINE”—A SHAVED HEAD AND A SIGN
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loss of position and sometimes by having their heads shaved.

‘ounter Groups \
The key to the whole process is supposed to be the encounter
up. In these sessions a dozen or so addicts assemble to discuss
r experiences and feelings, usually under the leadership of ex-
ict staff members. In each meeting one individual is singled out
the rest of the group to question, bait, and criticize. These “verbal
et fights” go on anywhere from three to 36 hours, with the staff
ouraging addicts to be as honest as possible and as violent (verbally)
hey feel. The goal is to expose the addicts’ personality—to shatter
fears, the illusions, the defense mechanisms,
iting others and fooling oneself that are part of everyone’s psycho-
cal make-up. ldeally, the self-awareness this process develops will
€ it possible for the addict to cope with life without drugs.
Different communities work in different
onds differently. Some of the programs r
regulations and punishments and rewards that the residents come
eed them; as soon as they go back on the street, where there is
uch discipline, they go back to smack. If they do stay straight,
often because their community experience has trained them to
pt the same kind of arbitrary authority and eultural
society asks them and all of us to tolerate.

Sometimes it works better than that. The rules and punishments,
t as they are, may help the exjunkies to recover some order and
lity in their lives. Good encounter groups can help participants
aderstand how smack serves as an escape from the real problems

restore their confidence in themselves and in their ability to func-
in sociéty.

ways, and every junkie
ely so heavily on rules

strait jacket

1 “Community” to ., . ?

Even when it works, more often than not it doesn’t last. Back on

treet, in the middle of a hostile and competitive society, the ex-

e loses the security and support that the good community pro-
For black and Puerto Rican kids, it’s back to the ghetto, where

are still no jobs, still no decent housing, still enough despair to

* all but the most determined, and stll smack on eVETy COrner.

vhite kids too it’s getting to be pretty much the same story. They

1ave a better chance at a job, but it’s likely to be so boring and

ssive they’d rather go back to drugs.

the techniques of mani-

61
Kicking It ' LA

“"AN ENCOUNTER GROUP
Enormous Expense

In any case, therapeutic communities can }(lmlyhh:;ndle a tllrt{epgl-wq
ddi t treatment. The whole procedure takes
centage of the addicts who wan X itk
e 18 ¢ Synanon, the pioneer therap
sars, and the expense is enormous (Sy ; il
gg?nrt’lunity, demalijm.ls $1000 in cash from tzla([:)h new R[:@&ldﬂ}l, 18;11::1:, it
i i s all black and Puerto Rican junkies
automatically excluding nearly al Mean
ites’ side f these programs will only
most whites too.) Besides most of o et
junki ieve will fit i sfore they are admitted, applican
unkies they believe will fit in. Betol y are ac .
]carefu]lv tc);ted and interviewed, their clothing is judged for -;l?:tm;?f,
and they are made to take part in a trial encounter group. After
that anj;ronc the staff doesn’t like is excluded.

Some new programs are !)orrow'ing from the th?ap(?mlt(;:(?emgi::;r
ity techniques without accepting them f:ompletely}.) For ins et
methadone withdrawal clinics, such as th?:sc now being Fper}ntengive
VA, combine medical care with )op'ué);lalth ;z;ga;glg(:g}%sl}) éfe:i ity

' > encounter group) unde [ e _
flr St]l?:ii ?)i:I:LII{:;‘;t: progra%*:is c{zm provide a friend!y em}l'r[tlmmcnf 1:3
which addicts can share their feeling_s, recover their confidence, a
learn that their problems are not unique.

Such clinics, if combined with good rap groups and ne(lflesszry ser-
vices like job-training and placement, are probably thEL best : (l)][;en
among the official programs. But their effectiveness }as‘ no bR
proven either. Like every other program, they turn tlen-hgr? tal
back out into the street to face the same society fr?::n w lﬁ 15 Shgwn
needed to escape into drugs originally. So far, experience izt sha
that only a small percentage of rehabilitated addicts can rtfesw 8
pressures for long. In any case, such decent facilities are te ket
far between. The VA, for instance, has only 19, serving a\t 1;1 ;i; o
of 3800 patients a year. More are opening, but with mos .
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oney going into methadone maintenance, thin % 1
ry much better soon. s gs aren’t likely to get

thabilitation Picture Bleak

All in all, the rehabilitation picture is bleak. Drug trea
ims are turning into the biggest hustle since the warg on ptcﬁgl:ypm
d they generally seem to produce just about as little, As we saw
the section on addiction in the ghetto, only a handful of people
ve ever been cured of their habits, despite all the money and pub.
ity some of the programs have received. One New York Staté) Nar-
lics official whose agency provides some “care” for about 11,000
licts to the tune of $50 million a year said there have been “a
iple huqdred cures.” And New York City’s Addiction Services
ency, with a $29 million budget in 1970, claimed 79 “cures »
ey treated 2500 addicts between 1967 and 1970, Phoenix House
: largest of the therapeutic communities in the U.S., has enrolled
'r 3000 addicts since it opened in 1967, but fewer than 200 have
ually graduated successfully. In New York City, which boasts the
lons s most intensive treatment programs, it has been estimated that
er than 3 per cent of those addicted were receiving any care at

itical Groups Fighting Drugs

The only rehabilitation efforts that seem to have m
cess are those that try to fight addiction by involvingut{lili:: 23?1?(;? !
truggling to change the society that produced the plague. Poli-
| groups in the ghetto have found that fighting scag'has to be one
heir highest priorities if they are to have any chance of winnin
r liberation. The Black Muslimis have probably-the largest and gmosi
ctive withdrawal program in the country. Community-controlled
cs in black ghettos, like The Community Thing in Harlem, have

1 to offer black pride and it
i n?gs. gom_m ment to. the stmggle for freedom

On the other hand, some programs set up to deal simply with -
s have found themselves moving against the social roots of addic-
. Daytop House, one of the big therapeutic communities in New
< City, was most successful when it began to encourage its resi-

8 to become politically active, When the white businessmen and
esslonals who sat on the board of trustees fired the director and
taff members and insisted that Daytop return to the traditional
rd-looking model for the therapeutic community, many of the
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residents returned to the street and to junk.

The Best Form of Therapy

Politically-oriented programs like these don’t deny that the indi-
vidual junkie needs to change. But they understand that the best
context for these personal changes, as well as the best hope for a long-
range solution to the whole problem, is a mass movement fighting .
against racism and poverty. After all, many of the psychological
problems that hang up junkies (and a lot of other people, too) come
down to self-hatred. We're all told from age one that any of us can
succeed if we try hard enough. The other side of that is if you don’t
succeed, it’s your own fault; if you’re trapped, if you're poor, if you
can’t get a job, it's because you're a piece of shit. Once you get on
that kind of self-hate trip, self-destruction is the next step, and that’s
what junk is all about.

The movement, on the other hand, tries to show people how the
cards are stacked against most of us from the beginning. If people
are miserable, it’s not because of their failings, but because a few
people are getting rich off of their misery. By providing an alternative
explanation and another focus for anger, as well as collective ' sup-
port and some sense of direction, the movement can he the best form

- of therapy.

More important than helping current addicts, the movement
points toward a solution that can save others from the plague in the
future. Eliminating poverty and racism, slums and disease, sexism

‘and exploitation, unemployment and alienation would remove the.

conditions that encourage addiction in the first place. Junk won’t
disappear from this society until these conditions are dealt with by
the people they harm. That will take time, and meanwhile the power-
ful men who profit from the status quo will seek to bring repression
down on every program and movement that threatens them.

China was able to solve its opium problem by starting to build a
new society. A revolution for life in this country will hardly be the
same as China’s. But no matter how long it takes, and how hard it
seems, fighting for a better life is the only hope there is.



6.

FURTHER READING /

The Addict, a collection ‘of articles edited by Dan Wakefield, lacks an over-
all analysis but includes interesting material on many aspects of the problem.
(This book, like all others mentioned below, is available in paperback.) The
Health Policy Advisory Committee devoted its June 1970 Bulletin to the history
of addiction in this country and o a powerful critique of contemporary treatment
efforts. (Health-PAC, 17 Murray St., N.Y.C. 10007).

The Autobiography of Malcolm X remains the best description of ghetto
life and the conditions that push people toward drugs—and toward politics.
Michael Tabor’s Capitalism + Dope = Genocide is an eloquent attack on junk from
the peint of view of a black revolutionary ex-junkie. The article has been pub-
lished in pamphlet form by the Black Panther Party, '

Rosemary Diabolo tells her brother’s case history in **Story of a Working-
Class Addict” in the Liberated Guardian. Her analysis is basically similar to
that presented ‘in this pamphlet, with special emphasis on the limitations of treat- .
ment programs. :

Jeremy Farner and Ralph Jefferteller have edited a collection of extended
interviews with junkies from New York City under the title Addicts in the Street.
As for junk among GI’s and vets, the newspapers and magazines carry some new
expose neatly every week. Erwin Knoll, “Our Junkies in Vietnam®, The Pro-
gressive, Iuly 1971, summarizes the teport of Congressmen Murphy and Steele.

Maurice Collis’ Foreign Mud is the most readable of many available accounts
of the Opium Wars in China. For a broad overview of the politics of heroin in
Southeast Asia, see Frank Browning and Banning Garrett, “The New Opium War”,
Ramparis, May 1971, Henry Kamm, ‘‘Asians Doubt That U.S, Can Halt Heroin
Flow”, New York Times, August 11, 1971, documents the failure of efforts to
stop the herointraffic in Southeast Asia. The U.S. government view of “The
World Opium Situation” is in the Congressional Record (Senate), June 9, 1971,
S8686-S8693. Laos: War and Revolution, edited by Nina S. Adams and Alfred
W. McCoy, includes two. relevant essays: Peter Dale Scott, ‘‘Air America; Flying
the U.S. into Laos”, and David Feingold, “Opium and Politics in Laos.”

A team of British cameramen have made a documentary movie. tracing the
flow of opium from the Shan States in Burma to Bangkok and thence to Hong
Kong. The movie illuminates the culture of the mountain tribes and the workings
of the opium network, although it overlooks the role of the Americans. Unfor-
tunately, the movie, called The Opium Trail, is not readily available. Harvard’s
Ethno-Botany Depd.rtment (Peabody Museum, Cambndge Massachusetts 02138)
owns a copy and sometimes rents it out.




